
 

 

Dear Challenger 7 Families, 

I can’t believe it’s already March! Spring will soon be upon 
us.  Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour on 
Sunday, March 10th.  In light of recent events, we have 
been focusing on ensuring that all our students and staff 
are safe! Please make sure to go to the Front Office and 

sign in whenever you are dropping your child off in the morning, picking them up 
after school, or even if you’re waiting for them by the gates. Anytime that you are on 
campus, you MUST sign in at the office and receive a visitor’s badge. You will need 
to show a drivers license or state ID to sign in. Students that are not in a morning 
club, activity such as Strings, or Brevard After Care, can not be on campus before 
7:30am. There is no supervision until 7:30am. Thank you to everyone following this 
important procedure, as it is for the safety of everyone on campus! 

Spring Break is right around the corner and students and teachers are ready for a 
much needed break! Spring Break is March 18 – March 22. We’ll see everyone back 
on Monday, March 25.  

a message from the 

Principal ... 

In accordance with the Jessica Lunsford Act, we cannot relay telephone messages to students regarding a change to their afternoon dismissal procedures.   

If the  regular method of leaving school needs to be changed, parents must send a signed note to be given to the teacher.     

Only a written statement from the parent/guardian can be accepted as valid instructions.  

Mission:  We will create a supportive environment in 
which children and adults feel welcomed, respected, safe 
and valued. Diversity is honored in our community where 

we collaborate to benefit the whole child.  

 
Vision:  Challenger 7 is a school, in partnership with families 

and the community, where all students excel and grow, to 
become  life-long learners.  

Maggie Rassel 
Principal 

Challenger 7 Elementary School 
6135 Rena Avenue 

Cocoa, FL 32927 

321.636.5801 

Mary Helen King 
Assistant Principal 
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Friday, March 1 

 Early Release; 1:15pm 
 
March 4-8 

 National School Breakfast Week 
 
Wednesday, March 6 

 Domino’s Pizza Night 
 
Thursday, March 7 

 Spring Individual Picture Day 
 
Friday, March 8 

 Early Release; 1:15pm 
 
Sunday, March 10 

 SPRING FORWARD! Don’t forget to set 
your clocks one hour ahead! 

 
Tuesday, March 12 

 SAC Meeting; 4pm Media Center 
 
Friday, March 15 

 No School—Teacher Work Day 
 
Week of March 18-22 

 SPRINK BREAK!  NO SCHOOL 
 
Week of March 25-29 

 Spring Book Fair 
 
STARR Student of the Month: Attentive and 
On-Task 

 Tuesday, March 26 - Grades K-2 

 Wednesday, March 27 - Grades 3-6 
 
Thursday, March 28 

 Spring Fling; 5:30-7:30pm 
 
Friday, March 29 

 Early Release; 1:15pm 
 
Monday, April 1 

 Report Cards Issued for Grades K-6 
 
Wednesday, April 3 

 Domino’s Pizza Night 
 
 
 
 

Just as we prepare our kids for life in the real world, we should 
prepare them for life in the online world. High level of engage-
ment online increases the risks of cyberbullying, 

While our students are at school, logged onto the Brevard Public 
Schools server using different devices, including their cell phones, 
there are safety measures in place such as filtering sites, teacher 

monitoring, and use of the internet safety agreement. When our students are online 
outside of school, how are we teaching them about the safety and appropriate use of 
social media? Whatever happens outside of school has an impact on their learning 
while at school. Let’s join together to keep our students safe and teach them skills for 
the online world. 

Ideas for digital parenting include: 

Create Ground Rules:  If your kids are old enough to be using the computer/device 
on their own, they are old enough to understand that there are rules they need to 
abide by. Breaking them should not have a lesser consequence than if they broke a 
rule in the offline world. The best way for families to agree on ground rules is to cre-
ate a contract that all parties must sign. 

Check Privacy Settings:  Check that your privacy settings for the Internet and Face-
book are set to the strictest levels. Depending on which browser you are using, you 
can adjust the settings directly from the options tab and adjust levels around cookies, 
third party sites and more.  

Use Filtering Software:  There are software suites you 
can purchase to monitor your child’s Internet usage; 
many even enable you to view the exact keys that were 
typed, time spent online and all computer activity in 
general. 

Some very good and easy ideas for parents are found 
on https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/seven-
steps-good-digital-parenting/. 

http://www.edline.net/pages/Challenger7/
https://www.facebook.com/C7volunteerspage/
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/seven-steps-good-digital-parenting/
https://www.fosi.org/good-digital-parenting/seven-steps-good-digital-parenting/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As the weather starts to warm up again, please remember to send your child to school with a water bottle for P.E.  It is 
important that they wear proper shoes on P.E. days, as well.  Thanks for all you do!   Coach B. 

Congratulations to the 2019 Elementary Music Festival Participants for an amazing concert at the King Center for the 
Performing Arts on Saturday, February 23, 2019. We are so proud of your accomplishments and how far you have 
come in your musical endeavors!  CHORUS: Katelyn Claytor, Amber Fenley, Kelsey Gill, Mandy Jiang, Skylar 
Moore, Isabella Robinson, and Ginger Wiggins; BEGINNING STRINGS:  Abby Minear; INTERMEDIATE STRINGS: Jordan 
Koskosky and Nikolas Turner.  March is "Music in Our Schools Month" and has been since 1973. We hope to cele-

brate the privilege of having music classes at Challenger 7 in a few special ways. Keep your ears open! 

If you have any questions about any item in this newsletter, please contact the school at 321 -636-5801. 

 

First grade has been working very hard on our comprehension skills. We’ve been digging deep into learning about point of 
view, central message, and main idea and details. We have been working really hard on answering comprehension ques-
tions with complete sentences in our writing as well. In math, we are continuing to learn about place value. Students should 
know how many tens and ones are in a number and given a number - be able to draw the number of tens and ones. We will 
soon to moving onto comparing numbers and adding/subtracting 10 from a 2 digit number. Continue to work on math fact 

fluency at home! This is extremely important since we are focusing less on addition and subtraction strategies the next few weeks. Your 
child should be reading every night for their chicken pox. Students should have seven chicken pox by this Friday , March 1st.  We are very 
excited about our upcoming field trip as well!  Remember to check dojo and papers coming home for field trip reminders.   

1st 

Thank you for all of your support through our very busy February.  The children are really in full swing preparing for 3rd quar-
ter assessments.  Please take the time to review sight words and read with your child nightly.  The next two weeks before 
Spring Break will be full of wonder and adventure as we learn about the life cycle of the butterfly and prepare for our first 
field trip to the zoo! K 

Third grade had a fantastic time on our field trip to Kennedy Space Center/Astronaut Training Experience. We participated in 
an exciting engineering/robotics experience, as well as learning how to grow plants on Mars! These experiments went well 
with our recent science lessons on the sun and stars, as well as an earlier unit on plants.  This month in reading, our focus is 
on fables and learning about the lesson or moral of the story.  Please make sure your child is reading for 20 minutes every 
night.  This helps them build both their stamina, and fluency in reading, which leads to higher comprehension rates as well! In 
math, we are learning about fractions. Remember to keep working on those multiplication facts at home! Having those facts 

memorized will help them build a strong foundation that they can build on later in math!  In social studies, we are learning about and com-
paring different cultures.  In science, we will be learning about forms of energy, as well as gravity.   

3rd 

Second grade is happy to announce that we are traveling to the Orlando Science Center.  Cost of the field trip is $30.  This 
includes transportation on a charter bus, admission, and lunch.  Total payment due by April 12th.  You can make payments if 
you wish.  Currently, the students are hard at work learning about famous people and their government.  In math, we contin-
ue to review number sense skills, word problems, and money and measurement.  States of matter and seasonal weather 
around us is what we are studying in science.  We will be going into force and motion and magnets next.  Learning how to 

state your opinion with evidence is the current writing skill the children are mastering.  Spring break is coming up soon.  It will be a nice 
break.  Don’t forget the sunscreen at the beach and pool!    

2nd 

Fourth Grade has been hard at work preparing for our first FSA Writing Test, which is scheduled for April 2nd.  Our entire 
grade level has been working on multi-paragraph essays, DBQs, and using the RACE method to answer questions.  We have 
also been preparing for our biggest and most exciting field trip of the year.  We are on our way to St. Augustine, as a wrap up 
of the 4th grade social studies curriculum on the state of Florida history.  Ask your child about Henry Flagler, St. Augustine, or 
Castillo de San Marcos!  Fractions and decimals are the words of the month, in math.  Please remember that you can help 

your child when they are confused by a new math concept by getting them on any of the following apps:  iReady Math, Prodigy, or Khan 
Academy.  We are also immersed in our “One School, One Book” program.  Fenway and Hattie is very popular in fourth grade and is the 
focus of our reading standards this month -  so join the fun, snuggle up, and read a chapter together!  Rocks, weathering and erosion are 
the topic of the month in Science.  Please look for information on our field trip to St. Augustine, both electronically and in paper form.  As 
usual, please be certain that your student is wearing their purple class t-shirt, for safety! 

4th 

Reading:  Fifth grade is learning about the Space Shuttle Challenger through President Ronald Reagan's speech after the dis-
aster in 1986.  We will also be starting our preparations for the FSA by completing a practice FSA writing prompt.  Just a  
reminder that students are responsible for completing and turning in all class work when it is due.  Students are given time in 
class to complete the work; however, if it isn't completed in class, they may take it home to finish it.  Science:  We are just 
starting our unit on physical science.  We are all excited as we look forward to working with mixtures and solutions, electrici-

ty, magnets, simple machines, and so much more!  Math:  Students continue to work with fractions of all kinds. We are working on divid-
ing fractions.  This is the place where instant recall of multiplication facts is essential.  Please continue to practice with your child nightly.  
Social Studies:  We are beginning to learn about the reasons leading up to the American Revolution, and will be completing an on-line 
timeline as our culminating project. 

5th 

In ELA, students are integrating knowledge and ideas from multiple texts and media.  We will also continue to work on  
argumentative and informative essay writing.  Students are pulling evidence from the texts to cite and support their  
responses.  In social studies, we are continuing our unit on Ancient India.  In science, we are learning about weather, climate 
and erosion.  Students will be able to differentiate between weather and climate and how natural disasters affect life in  
Florida.  In math, we are deriving formulas for areas of parallelograms, triangles and trapezoids and using them to find areas 

of composite figures.  Sixth grade would like to thank everyone who came out to support our Harry Potter Night on Friday, February 
22nd.  We all had a great time and we were able to raise money for our Sea World field trip in April and our 6th Grade Celebration in May.     

6th  



  

 

 Thanks to all that attended out Family Reading Night! We hope that you 
enjoyed the event as much as we did. A special thank you to Dominos and 
Publix for their donations!  

Do you know a family that will be registering their soon-to-be  
Kindergarten child for the 2019-2020 school year? Please share the news 
that we will be hosting our annual Kindergarten Round-up on April 23rd at 

5pm. We will have a fun filled event planned to show our incoming kindergarteners what 
Challenger 7 is all about. The district has also opens registration for incoming kindergartens on 
March 25th.   For detailed registration information and to find your home school, please visit 
the student registration page or contact your zoned school.  School office hours may vary, 
please contact your school for details.  https://fl02201431.schoolwires.net/Page/4941  
 
Our One School One Book was a big hit!  Students from all grade levels loved Fenway and 
Hattie! We are working on arranging a Skype visit with the author soon.  

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram to keep up with happenings around the 
school.  

Congratulations to the following students whom placed in their  
respective categories at the District’s Science Fair this past week!   

 
Sofia Andino -  5th Place in 4th grade Biological 

London Hopping - 1st Place in 5th grade Biological 
Landon Smith - 5th Place in 4th grade Environmental 

Nikolas Turner - 4th Place in 6th grade Physical 
 
Other students represented us well, but came up just short of a top 5 place!  We are very 
proud of them all! 

Emma Holstein 
Abby Minear 

Hannah Caldwell 
Avery Snyder 

Douglas Rothwell 
Brianna Scheiner 

We are currently working on making art for a new fundraiser.  Kindergarten stu-
dents drew their very own cupcakes.  Grades 1st-6th had the personal choice to 
pick from a portrait, animal, or landscape.  They have been working really hard. 
You will receive more information/order packet at the end of March.   

Thank you for your continued support of our art program at C7! 

Congratulations to the following students who had art displayed at the Titusville Mall Art Show: 

Kindergarten:  Rya Parsons, Emma Zastoupil, Caegan Henbury 
1st Grade:  Peyton Pettigrew, Yori Salonga 
2nd Grade:  Isabellah Wright, Brayden Stirling 
3rd Grade:  Gracelynn Andralouis, Faith Connors, Lillian Farris, Marrisa Slush, Kahlia Fox, 
  Conor Perry 
4th grade:  Sofia Andino, Alaina West, Kaydence Rymer, Tyler Brownell 
5th grade:  Rhenna Jackson, Abby Minear, Nathan Koskosky 
6th Grade:  Brianna Grijalva-Macario, Kelsey Gill, Kaitlynn Symank, Kendra Foster,  
  Aubrie Rymer, Alora Fedorko, Amber Fenley 
 

Congratulations to our Challenger 7 Art Fair winners.  

 

1st PLACE     2nd PLACE 
5th grade 3D art - Keegan Cruz   6th grade 3D art - Alexis Esposito 
5th grade 2D art - Ryker McVey 
 
The following students received honorable mentions: 
Kindergarten - Aleah Lovejoy 
3rd grade - Sanyla Paasewe 
 
The following students also had their art displayed: 
Kindergarten – Julia Fuller 
1st grade – Bianca Ash, Wyatt Starr 
2nd grade -  Ronald Miller, Aliyah Duperval 
3rd grade – Lily Clark 
6th grade - Jaylenn Barham 

All these students represented Challenger 7 well!  

 

  

KINDERGARTEN 

Hanneman 
Parker Masse 
Bella Spears 

Gagnon 
Keegan Launer 

Harrison Allender 

Lokken 
Kimberly Tidwell 

Ryder Hoban 

Olds 
Mitchell Kemp 

Charlotte Quinlan 

FIRST 

Custer 
Ty Kovach 

Kendly Sundstrom 

Hadley 
Emma Tucker 

Taryn McLachlan 

VanderBunt 
Caroline French 
Hailey Campbell 

Wright 
Colton Ogle 
David Jones 

SECOND 

Banta 
Austin Duperval 
Kevin Moreno 

Boston 
Hailey Juma 

Lucas Kostrzewa 

Boyer 
Colton Elmore 
Natalia Hoskins 

Webb 
Peyton Mason 
Jayden Stanley 

THIRD 

Badgett 
Alana Dawson 

Peyton Johnson 

Bearden 
Savannah Sisler 
Layla Chapman 

Leslie 
Raine Vershoor 
Travis Gordon 

Norman 
Nicholas Ruynon 
Delaney Hermes 

FOURTH 

Heyman 
Scarlette Hilyer 
Colby Nelson 

Logsdon 
Brianna Aviles 

Chelsea Spizowski 

Peebles 
Chad Skanes 

Cameron Wheeler 

Stellfox 
Charles Albritton 

Titan Arnone 

FIFTH 

Fricks 
Cayden Hiott 

Alexis Fernandez-Broy 

Gooden 
Taylor Simon 
Seth Wright 

Houghtaling 
Destiny Spizowski 
Andrew Padron 

Lent 
Nate Koskosky 
Nevaeh Clouse 

SIXTH 

Bissett 
Samara Beck 

Liam Earle 

Farner 
Aubrie Rymer 

Jesse Southerland 

Mugge 
Alexis Esposito 
Brad Mardell 

Poole 
Kelsey Gill 

Josie Stottlemyer 

“Trustworthy” 
STARR Students  

for February 

https://fl02201431.schoolwires.net/Page/4941


 

 

 

 

 

The Challenger 7 Yearbook is something you don't want to miss!  The pre-order sale 
price of $18 is only available for a limited time.  We only accept CASH (exact change) or 
money orders made payable to Challenger 7 Elementary only.  Personal checks are not 
accepted.  Yearbooks can also be purchased online at http://commpe.pictavo.com/
shop.  Search “Challenger 7” and shop your school.  Choose the yearbook options and 
complete the necessary information.  (Please be aware that Pictavo will charge a ser-
vice fee per yearbook ordered.)  There will only be a limited quantity of yearbooks pro-

duced!  So don't let your child miss out on those special childhood memories.   

 

Attention Parents of a 6th Grade Student:  We are offering dedication ads  for your graduating 6th grader.  The cost for the 
ad will be $10.  These ads will be a quarter-page size.  Ads will be available on a first come first serve basis, as space is limited 
in the yearbook.  There is a limit of one ad per student.  Flyers will also be available in the front office.  The deadline for your 
submission will be on March 6, 2019.  Please send the ad, picture, and money before the deadline.  If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact Lori DeLair, at 321-636-5801, ext. 3012 or by email to delair.lori@brevardschools.org. 

On March 2nd we will travel to Viera High School to compete with schools across the district in both 
long term and spontaneous problems. It promises to be a fun day where the students can showcase 
their hard work through the year, as well as solve spontaneous problems using creativity and lots of 
teamwork!  Teams have been working hard creating skits to solve their long term problem, including de-

signing their own costumes, sets, and script!   Good Luck Teams! 

 

Did you know that reading 20 minutes a day with your child is the best 
investment your family can make in their future?   Research shows that 
children who read just 20 minutes per day score in the 90th percentile 
on standardized tests.  
 
Come to the Book Fair to stock up on the books your child will love read-
ing and ignite your home reading habits. 

 
 
 

Book Fair dates/times:  
March 25 – March 29 

8am - 3pm Monday – Thursday 
8am - 1:45pm Friday 

Thursday Spring Fling: 5:30 - 7:30pm 
  
 
Visit scholastic.com/fair for more information.  
We look forward to seeing you and your family at our Book Fair!    
 
*Reminder:  The book fair only accepts CASH or CREDIT CARDS. 

 In an effort to continue to improve the safety of our students and staff we are making 
some changes to the times our gates are opened and closed. Car loop gates will be 
opened at 7:00am and again at 2:30pm. The car loop gates will be closed at 8:00am and 
3:00pm. Students that stay for clubs or after-school activities will be picked up in the bus 
loop by the Front Office. The school gates to the right and left of the office will be 
opened at 7:30am and a staff member will be at the gates ensuring all parents/guardians 
have signed in at the Front Office. Please make sure students are not on campus before 
7:30am, unless they are in a before school activity, club, or Brevard After Care program.  
 

For Brevard After School parents:  This is a reminder to please park at the BACK of the school when dropping off 
your student in the morning and when picking up in the afternoon. 
 

Thank you for helping us keep our students and staff safe!  

Mark your calendar for National School Breakfast Week – March 4-8 2019!!!  The theme this year is  
“Start Your Engines with School Breakfast”!  It is designed to show parents, students, and school officials 
the benefits of fueling up for the day with a healthy school breakfast.  So go ahead… start your engines 
and meet us in the cafeteria for breakfast everyday starting at 7:30am!  Breakfast is served at no cost to 
all students! 

https://commpe.pictavo.com/shop
https://commpe.pictavo.com/shop

